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DEf AILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

This is in response to the amendments filed on 1 1/13/07; claim 3 has been 
amended, and claims 1 - 27 are now pending in the current application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Chu (U.S. 2004/0148221) in view of Zotto (U.S. 2004/000915). 

Regarding claim 1, with reference to Figure 6 and 19, Chu discloses a game system for 
providing a local edition of an online game [0002], the game system comprising: 

• A game device [155 of Figure 6]; 

• A game server in communication with the game device [0009]; the game server 
. comprising: 

• A processor [line 4 of paragraph 0086]; and 

• A storage device in communication with the processor, the storage device storing 
instruction adapted to be executed by the processor for [0085], but is silent on the 

' issue of receiving and determining game content based on a geographic location. In 
a related art, however, Zotto provides a game system that is capable of receiving an 
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indication of a geographic location from the game device, determining game content 
based on the geographic location, and determining at least one product guarantee to 
offer a player based on the geographic location (par. 0024). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to include the 
teachings of Zotto into the art disclosed by Chu in order to enhance the game-play of 
the gaming system. 

Regarding claim 2, with reference to Figure 6, Chu discloses a game system as 
discussed in rejection of claim 1, further comprising: 

• A second storage device in communication with the game server [lines 5-15 of 
paragraph 0035], 

• The second storage device storing data that identifies a plurality of prize sponsors in 
which each prize sponsor of the plurality of prize sponsors is associated with respective 
geographic data, and in which each prize sponsor of the plurality of prize sponsor is 
associated with at least one respective product guarantee [0042]. In view of examiner, 
Chu mentioning plurality of products indicates different prize sponsors. Furthermore, 
Chu mentions that a user may request more information regarding an advertised 
product in lines 1-11 of paragraph 0040. In view of examiner, this information could 
be used to request geographic information of an advertised product. Chu also mentions 
local and remote users in lines 1-6 of paragraph 0040, which points to display of 
geographic information of advertised products. 
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Regarding claim 3, with reference to Figure 6, Chu discloses a game system as 
. discussed in rejection of claim 1, in which determining the at least one product guarantee to 
offer the player [lines 1-17 of paragraph 0040] comprises: 

• Identifying a local prize sponsor from the plurality of prize sponsor [0042] based on the 
geographic location [lines 3-6 of paragraph 0040] and the respective geographic data 
associated with each prize sponsor [lines 6-9 of paragraph 0040]. Chu mentions local 
user relative to advertised product in lines 4-5 of paragraph 0040, however request for 
further information in lines 6-9 of paragraph 0040 could also be interpreted as request 
for geographic information. 

• Determine a product guarantee to offer the player [lines 1-17 of paragraph 0040] 

• In which the product guarantee is associated with local prize sponsor [lines 4-5 of 
paragraph 0040]. 

Regarding claim 4, with reference to Figure 3, 6 and 19, Chu discloses a method [lines 
1-9 of paragraph 0010] comprising: 

• Initiating a game for the user, the game including the at least one game element [0010] 

• Determining a price level for the user [lines 11-14 of paragraph 0040]. In view of 
examiner points accumulation based on game play directly refers to price level as 
meant in current application in consideration for patent. 

• Determine whether to provide at least one product guarantee to the user based on the 
price level [lines 1-17 of paragraph 0040] and [lines 3-12 of paragraph 0043], and 

• Providing the user with at least one product guarantee [lines 1-17 of paragraph 
0040], but is silent on the issue of determining geographic data that is associated 
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with a user. In a related art, however, Zotto provides a game system that is capable 
of determining geographic data that is associated with a user of the game system 
and determining at least one game element based on the geographic data (par. 
0024). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention to include the teachings of Zotto into the art disclosed by Chu in 
order to enhance the game-play of the gaming system. 

• 

Regarding claim 5, with reference to Figure 6, Chu discloses determining the price level 
of the user comprises: 

• Increasing the price level based on play of the game by user [lines 11-14 of paragraph 
0040]. Chu has clearly mentioned points accumulation based on game play, which 
means points would increase based on performance of a player in the game. 
Regarding claim 6, with reference to Figure 6, Chu discloses display of an indication of 
the price level to the user [lines 11-14 of paragraph 0040]. It's common knowledge in 
gaming art to have meters to indicate different criteria like player account, player accumulated 
credits based on his/her performance etc. Therefore, it's clear from aforementioned reference 
in rejection of this claim that Chu's invention would inherently have indication of accumulated 
points based on game play. 

Regarding claim 7, with reference to Figure 6, Chu discloses display of the price level 
using a price meter [lines 11-14 of paragraph 0040]. It's common knowledge in gaming art to 
have meters to indicate different criteria like player account, player accumulated credits based 
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on his/her performance etc. Therefore, it's clear from aforementioned reference that Chu's 
invention would inherently have price meter or credit meter. 

Regarding claim 8, with reference to Figure 6, Chu discloses a price level comprising of 
credit amount [lines 11-14 of paragraph 0040]. In view of examiner, reference of "points" in 
aforementioned reference of Chu's invention refers to credit amount. 

Regarding claim 9, Chu further discloses the price level comprises a price [lines 6-12 of 
paragraph 0064] and [lines 11-14 of paragraph 0040]. In view of examiner, reference to 
cash and dollar amount of coupon makes it clear that the price level includes price. 

Regarding claim 10, Chu's disclosure in lines 10-14 of paragraph 0040 indicates that 
Chu's invention includes determining a purchase amount for the at least one product 
guarantee and receiving the purchase amount from the user. 

Regarding claim 11, Chu's disclosure in lines 10-14 of paragraph 0040 indicates that 
Chu's invention includes determining purchase amount based on the price level. In view of 
examiner, reference to "point's accumulation" in aforementioned reference means that price 
level would be different from purchase amount based on how many points have been 
accumulated at that point. Therefore, purchase amount will be determined based on the price 
level. Furthermore, reference to "coupon for $1" in paragraph 0063 also refers to difference 
between price level and purchase amount. As in this case, purchase amount will be coupon 
amount deducted from original price of item. 

Regarding claim 12, Chu's method further comprises: 
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• Determining target price [lines 10-14 of paragraph 0040]. In view of examiner, 
Chu's method inherently has determination of target price as his invention discloses 
purchase of an item in aforementioned reference. 

• Subtracting the price level from the target price to determine the purchase amount 
[lines 10-14 of paragraph 0040]. In view of examiner, reference to "point's 
accumulation" in aforementioned reference means that price level would be different 
from purchase amount based on how many points have been accumulated at that 
point. Therefore, purchase amount will be determined based on the price level. 
Furthermore, reference to "coupon for $1" in paragraph 0063 also refers to 
difference between price level and purchase amount. As in this case, purchase 
amount will be coupon amount deducted from original price of item. 

Regarding claim 13, Chu's disclosure further comprises at least one of: 

• An indication of a merchant [lines 2-8 of paragraph 0067]. Reference to "Brand of 
engine oil" in line 5 of paragraph 0063 further makes indication of merchant clear. 

• A representation of a product [line 5 of paragraph 0063] 

• A price of a product [lines 10-1 1 of paragraph 0040]. 

• A question about a price of a product [lines 6-9 of paragraph 0040]. In view of 
examiner information requested in aforementioned paragraph could include request 
for price information. 

• Indication of a location of the user [lines 6-9 of paragraph 0040]. 

Regarding claim 14, Chu's invention further comprises determining a plurality of offers 
based on the geographic data [lines 1-17 of paragraph 0040] and [lines 3-12 of paragraph 
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0043]. In view of examiner, reference to local user in paragraph 0040 means that game 
elements are based on geographic data. Furthermore, Chu mentions in paragraph 0043 that 
advertisers may require game players to match a preferred profile to view specific 
advertisements, which could also be interpreted as geographic information. 

Regarding claim 15, Chu's invention further comprises transmitting respective 
indications of a plurality of products to the user [lines 14-23 of paragraph 0045]. 

Regarding claim 16, Chu's invention also includes displaying a showcase of products to 
the user [0002 and lines 1-9 of paragraph 0052]. Furthermore, reference to "billboard" in 
paragraph 0040 also refers to showcase type display. 

Regarding claim 17, Chu's invention further comprises determination whether to provide 
at least one product guarantee to the user comprising determining, based on the price level, 
how many products guarantee the user is eligible to receive [lines 1-17 of paragraph 0040]. 
Furthermore, Chu makes availability of some advertisements based on points achieved in 
lines 30-43 of paragraph 0070 and lines 7-12 of paragraph 0043 more clear. 

Regarding claim 18, Chu's invention further includes receiving a payment from the user 
in exchange for the at least one product guarantee [lines 10-11 of paragraph 0040] and 
[lines 1-4 of paragraph 0046]. 

Regarding claim 19, Chu's invention further includes method of determining an amount 
to charge the user for the at least one product guarantee [lines 10-11 of paragraph 0040] and 
[lines 1-4 of paragraph 0046]. In view of examiner, user must know the price of an item to 
purchase where purchase and methods of purchase have been disclosed in aforementioned 
references. 
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Regarding claims 20 and 21, Figure 3, 6 and 19, Chu discloses a method [lines 1-9 of 
paragraph 0010] comprising: 

• Initiating a game [0010]; 

• Determining a price level of the player in the game [lines 11-14 of paragraph 0040]. In 

view of examiner points accumulation based on game play directly refers to price level 
as meant in current application in consideration for patent. 

• Determine, based on the price level, whether to allow the player to select at least one 
product guarantee from the plurality of product guarantees [lines 1-17 of paragraph 
0040]. 

• Determining that the customer is eligible to receive at least one product guarantee 
based on play of the game by the customer [lines 1-17 of paragraph 0040] and 
[lines 3-12 of paragraph 0043]. 

• Determine whether the customer accepts at least one product guarantee [lines 10- 
17 of paragraph 0040] and 

• If the customer accepts at least one product guarantee, transmitting redemption 
information to customer, the redemption information including an indication of the at 
least one product guarantee [Iines10-17 of paragraph 0040] and [lines 9-16 of 
paragraph 0047]. 

• Receiving and indication of a selection by the player of at least one product 
guarantee [lines 10-17 of paragraph 0040], but is silent on the issue of determining 
geographic data that is associated with a user. In a related art, however, Zotto 
provides a game system that is capable of determining geographic data that is 
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associated with a user of the game system and determining at least one game 
element based on the geographic data (par. 0024). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to include the 
teachings of Zotto into the art disclosed by Chu in order to enhance the game-play of 
the gaming system. 

Regarding claim 22, Chu further teaches the redemption information comprising 
information about a printable certificate [lines 12-16 of paragraph 0047] and [lines 15-16 of 
paragraph 0052]. 

Regarding claim 23, Chu further discloses the redemption information comprising a 
prize code [0052]. In view of examiner, certificates would inherently have prize code for 
information to the merchant. 

Regarding claim 24, Chu's teachings further comprise storing an indication of 
distribution of the at least one product guarantee to the customer [lines 1-17 of paragraph 
0040]. 

Regarding claims 25 - 27, Chu is silent on the issue of receiving a request from a 
merchant to validate a product guarantee. In a related art, however, Zotto provides a game 
system that validates a product guarantee upon receiving the requested content (par. 0104). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention 
to combine the teachings of Zotto into the art disclosed by Chu in order to verify whether a 
user is permitted to access the requested content. 
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Response to Arguments 



3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-27 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eric M. Thomas whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1699. The examiner can normally be reached on 7a.m. - 3p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Pezzuto can be reached on (571) 272-6996. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Conclusion 




